Message

From: Pelton, Jason M (DEC) [jason.pelton@dec.ny.gov]

Sent: 8/16/2017 1:35:44 PM

To: Alvey, Robert [Alvey.Robert@epa.gov]; Steve Terracciano [saterrac@usgs.gov]

cC: Jack Monti [jmonti@usgs.gov]

Subject: RE: DEC Announces Drilling Operations Underway to Assess Containment Options for U.S. Navy/Northrop Grumman

Contamination Plume

Rob:

Sorry for the delay. Was out of the office on Monday and tied up most of yesterday.

No problems with visiting the drilling locations.

We are currently drilling at 1025 Ssamans Neck Road Wantagh, NY. Drilling at the second location has not
yet begun as we are currently seeking approval from the Town of Qyster Bay to drill on Town property that is

currantly used as a stormwater recharge basin located on North Park Drive,

We do have samples from mostly 5-fool intervals on-site in large ziplock bags. You could probably take some
materials from the bags as ong as we still have representative volumes.

Don and | are actually heading down today and will ikely be on-site tomomow morning if that could work with
your schedule? If you are going to go on ancther day, please just let me know which day so | can let the crew
know.

Call me on my cell phone if you want. C Personal Privacy/ Ex 6 (cell phone)

Thanks and call with any questions.

Jason

From: Alvey, Robert [mailto:Alvey.Robert@epa.gov]

Sent: Monday, August 14, 2017 8:45 AM

To: Steve Terracciano <saterrac@usgs.gov>; Pelton, Jason M (DEC) <jason.pelton@dec.ny.gov>

Cc: Jack Monti <jmonti@usgs.gov>

Subject: FW: DEC Announces Drilling Operations Underway to Assess Containment Options for U.S. Navy/Northrop
Grumman Contamination Plume

Hello Jason/Steve

Could either of you give me a bit of information on this? | occasionally visit the other rigs by either Navy or Arcadis and
would like to know where these ones are. Jason, do you have any objections to me stopping by the site? Helps to know
the driller and field geologist.

Also, are there any jar or bag samples (not contaminated) that may be up for disposal that | could have for independent
scientific studies? Stony Brook and York have inquired. They can do some mineralogical analyses.

Regards

Rob Alvey, P.G.

EPA
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From: Wieder, Marla

Sent: Friday, August 11, 2017 1:47 PM

To: Alvey, Robert <Alvey.Robert@epa.gov>; Negrelli, Mike <Negrelli.Mike @epa.gov>; LaPoma, Jennifer
<LaPoma.Jennifer@epa.gov>; Thantu, Lorenzo <Thantu.Lorenzo@epa.gov>; Kivowitz, Sharon
<Kivowitz.Sharon@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: DEC Announces Drilling Operations Underway to Assess Containment Options for U.S. Navy/Northrop
Grumman Contamination Plume

...and while we’re talking about Grumman...

Marla E. Wieder

Assistant Regional Counsel

Office of Regional Counsel

New York Caribbean Superfund Branch/ Regional Criminal Enforcement Counsel
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 2
290 Broadway, 17th Floor

NY, NY 10007-1866

wieder.marla@epa.gov

Office: 212-637-3184

Fox: 212-637-3104

AWL: 817-566-2740 (Tues/Fri}

From: New York State Department of Environmental Conservation [mailto:nysdec@public.govdelivery.com]
Sent: Friday, August 11, 2017 12:26 PM

To: Wieder, Marla <Wieder.Marla@epa.gov>

Subject: DEC Announces Drilling Operations Underway to Assess Containment Options for U.S. Navy/Northrop
Grumman Contamination Plume

-
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DEC Announces Drilling Operations Underway to Assess
Containment Options for U.S. Navy/Northrop Grumman
Contamination Plume

New Wells Installed to Monitor Groundwater and Generate Important
Data to Determine Cleanup Options

DEC Paying for Accelerated Testing and will Pursue Costs from
Polluters

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Commissioner Basil Seggos
today announced drilling operations are underway as part of the state's ongoing investigation to
fully analyze containment options of the U.S. Navy/Northrop Grumman underground plume of
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contamination in Nassau County. Construction has begun on the first of two new deep
groundwater monitoring wells with expected completion of the drilling in the coming weeks.

In February 2017, Governor Cuomo directed the DEC to undertake an immediate engineering
investigation to expedite containment of the groundwater plume contaminated with industrial
solvents from former operations of the U.S. Navy and Northrop Grumman in the area. The
underground plume is estimated to be nearly three miles long by one mile wide. The well
currently being installed will provide valuable data to assess expedited cleanup options,
including full containment of the plume, in order to protect the public and the environment from
this contamination.

"Through Governor Cuomo's leadership, DEC is expanding ongoing remedial activities to fully
inform the state's investigation and will explore every available option to contain and remove
the contamination impacting critical drinking water resources in this community as quickly and
thoroughly as possible," said DEC Commissioner Basil Seggos. "New York State is
aggressively investigating this contamination and will not rest until the polluters are held
accountable for containing the spread of this plume and finally cleaning up their mess.”

At the Governor's direction, DEC's environmental consultant, HDR, began drilling the deep
groundwater monitoring well on July 27, and will advance to a depth of approximately 800 feet
below ground. The new wells along the leading edge of the U.S. Navy/Northrop Grumman
plume, which are being paid for through the NYS Superfund program, will be used to develop
effective containment options. DEC will seek to recover all these costs from the polluters.

As the well boring is advanced, samples are being collected to evaluate groundwater quality
and flow. The work poses no exposure risk to community residents. In addition, as an added
precaution, a DEC-approved community air monitoring program is being implemented during
the drilling. At the Governor's direction, DEC will be holding a community meeting this fall to
discuss preliminary outputs of the modeling and options for containment, and address any
questions and concerns from area residents.

Drilling operations at this location will last for a total of approximately six weeks due to the
depth of the well. Once the work is completed, the area will be returned to its current condition,
and a small concrete pad and manhole cover will be installed to protect the permanent well.

The expanded study and drilling are part of New York's ongoing aggressive efforts to hold the
polluters accountable to address the contamination associated with the U.S. Navy/Northrop
Grumman groundwater plume.

The engineering study, started in February 2017, includes an evaluation of environmental
impacts, reuse and recharge options for the potential millions of gallons of water per day that
would be collected and treated, aquifer sustainability, incorporation of existing remedial
systems, detailed groundwater modeling, and an examination of the impact of emerging
contaminants such as 1,4-dioxane.

DEC, with its consultant HDR, has partnered with the U.S Geological Survey to perform the
necessary and extremely complex modeling of possible containment solutions. DEC expects to
release preliminary findings for public review by the end of 2017.

"l welcome this development and will continue my efforts to ensure the safety of Bethpage,
Massapequa, and the surrounding areas and remediate this groundwater contamination plume
once and for all,” said Congressman Peter King.
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"This is an important step that must be undertaken to obtain more information about
contamination levels at the Navy/Grumman plume. While the drinking water has been deemed
safe, all necessary measures must be taken to evaluate the quality of the groundwater to give
local residents peace of mind. it's critical for all local stakeholders to work together to get this
cleaned up swiftly and efficiently," said Congressman Tom Suozzi.

Senator Kemp Hannon (R-Nassau) said, "l commend the DEC and Governor for their actions
in analyzing containment options of the Navy/Grumman plume. We need to ensure the
contamination from the Navy and Grumman does not threaten additional drinking water wells.
Our actions to hold polluters accountable and to use Superfund resources is crucial in
protecting the public from groundwater contamination.”

Senator John Brooks said, "It is imperative for the health of Long Islanders and the safety of
our drinking water that an aggressive plan for containment and remediation of the Bethpage
Plume and related sites, is adopted and enforced, without delay. Partial, opaque reports from
Northrop Grumman on radioactive contamination, along with excuses and stone-walling will no
longer be tolerated by the people of New York State or those who represent them. This has
been an issue for far too long and | look forward to working with Governor Cuomo on
eliminating the threat to Long Island's drinking water."

"I'm pleased that Governor Cuomo and DEC Commissioner Basil Seggos are working with
local officials to ensure that our water quality is top notch,” said Assemblyman Michael
Montesano (R,C, Ref-Glen Head). "We need to ensure that our children and families have the
very best water quality and have the opportunity to grow up in a healthy environment, and this
study will help identify the issues and help us, as legislators, address them effectively.”

The cleanup of contamination at this state Superfund site is being conducted by Northrop
Grumman and the U.S. Navy under multiple Consent Orders and agreements with New York
State. DEC is requiring the two parties to remediate soil and groundwater contamination.

DEC will consider the new engineering analysis in accordance with Federal and State
Superfund laws, and if the state's evaluation requires additional remediation including full
containment, DEC will require Northrop Grumman and the U.S. Navy to conduct and pay for all
necessary remedial actions. The state has also commenced a Natural Resource Damages
Assessment to quantify the impact to groundwater resources and obtain funding from the
responsible parties to support implementation of groundwater resource restoration and
replacement projects.

Anyone with information related to the plume is encouraged to contact DEC's tip line
immediately at: 1-844-DEC-ECOS (1-844-332-3267).

Additional information on these two sites is available at DEC's website.

http://www.dec.ny.gov/press/press. html
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